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Press release       *  Press release       *        Press release 

 

UBS towers over London’s tallest riverside residential construction 

 

A low profile, high speed hoist system developed by Universal Building Supply 

(UBS) has been commissioned for the construction of the new 115 metre, 29 

storey Ontario Tower at New Providence Wharf in London’s East End.    

 

The innovative design was originally developed by UBS to speed construction 

of the Canary Wharf Tower, the Swiss Re building and other high-rise 

developments in London’s docklands. The low profile tower together with high 

speed hoists is enabling Ontario Towers contractors, Ballymore Properties, to 

improve efficiency and speed of elevating materials and personnel to height 

with the minimum of disruption to the construction programme.  

 

The core of the system is an aluminium common tower into which multiple 

hoists are concentrated allowing material and passenger hoists to be 

available simultaneously without taking up additional site space. The 2 high 

speed rack and pinion hoists installed by UBS can lift up to 2800kg to the top 

of the 88 metre tower in under one minute compared to more than 3 minutes 

using standard hoist travelling at 28 m/min., dramatically reducing travel time. 

 

The low profile of the tower not only improves working efficiency on site by 

minimising the elevator loading area, but as the tower is tied directly into the 

building using only one set of ties every three floors, exterior cladding can be 

applied to the whole building apart from the 4.5 metre opening.  This not only 

speeds up erection and removal of the tower but also saves time by reducing 
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the number of cladding panels that have to be replaced at the end of the 

contract. 

 

Ballymore’s contracts manager Sean Gavin commented, “For a prestigious 

development like the Ontario Tower we wanted to use the best system. We 

were aware that the UBS system had been commissioned for several of the 

major contracts in the City like the Wharf and the ‘Gherkin’ so it seemed 

sensible to use their experience in high rise construction. It’s a very effective 

system, but more importantly we got what we wanted, efficiency.” 

 

Tony Faulkner, managing director of UBS added, “The savings in time that 

our hoist systems can achieve have long been recognised in the USA where 

we are regularly commissioned to install them on many of the high profile high 

rise construction projects.  The UBS towers are also far quicker to install and 

remove, so there are major savings at the start and end of the project as well. 

With high rise developments becoming more common in city centres 

throughout Europe, major construction companies like Ballymore have 

recognised the advantages in time saving and added value that the UBS 

systems can bring to these projects.” 

 

Added Gavin, “All the input from UBS was up front and the project has been 

well planned.  We knew what was happening from day one, and although we 

are only half way through the contract, we are still delivering to the 

programme and the UBS high-speed hoists have been a contributory factor to 

this.”  

- e n d s  - 

 

Date  May 2006  

 

Editors Notes 

 
More about Universal Building Supply Ltd 
 
Universal Builders Supply Ltd provides a complete service for the specification, 
supply and installation of a range of high capacity goods and passenger hoists for all 
forms of high rise structure.  The range includes both the standard range of Alimak 
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Scando and high speed, high capacity Alimak Scando and the high speed, high 
capacity Alimak Super Scando with step-less speed control. 
 
UBS Aluminium Hoist Towers allow comprehensive hoisting facilities to be installed 
on new build and renovation projects with minimum interference to the construction 
programme.  Hoists of all types can be grouped in centralised areas permitting the 
maximum utilisation of pallet and forklift  in the off loading and distribution of 
materials on a floor by floor basis.  The towers can be installed up to a working height 
of 300m with cantilevered run backs and platforms into the building under 
construction. 
 
With the wealth of technical knowledge gained from high rise projects such as the 
Canary Wharf development, Skanska Swiss Re Tower, known officially as 30 St 
Mary Axe, and the 33 storey tower built at West India Quay for Multiplex.  More 
recent projects include the 47 storey Beetham Tower in Manchester and the 66 
storey twin towers built by Bovis Lend Lease for AOL Time Warner in New York.  
 
More about Ontario Tower, New Providence Wharf, London 

The new 29 storey Ontario Tower is due for completion in 2007 and will include a 
total of 260 luxury studio suites, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments and 6 spectacular 
penthouses. The Ontario Tower will be linked to an 8 story riverside hotel which will 
include 180 rooms and a range of restaurants, bars and a health spa. 
 
 
 
For further information  
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Jason Fairall, managing director  Tel: 01763 249202  e-mail: jason@ubsl.net  
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